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 Office Hours

        Most Wednesday

      10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

   833-6883

     

A Typical Sunday 
Worship  10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Children R.E.   10:30 a.m.  

Childcare  10:30-11:30 p.m.

Lunch Bunch  12:30 p.m. 

         Monthly 

         Third Sundays

     Potluck 
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Sunday of Sermons
April 2!! Circle of Faith: Who we are and why weÕre here.

by Meredith Bahl and Kim Bean
A look at what brings us as individuals together. There will be an 
opportunity for the audience to share their thoughts on why they chose 
the Unitarian faith and what they like and dislike about it.!!!!!!!!!!! 
!!!!!!!!!!!

April 9 ! Atheism, Agnosticism and Theism: A Humanistic Perspective 
by Rev. Tom Capo 

Looking at the world from a Humanistic Perspective encourages us to 
look at our relationships---to each other, to our planet, and to the 
universe. !When we consider some of the ultimate questions of 
existanceÑsuffering, death, sin, salvation--from a Humanistic 
perspective, will we see things differently? When we consider belief in 
God/Goddess/transcendent/divine from a Humanistic perspective, does 
our belief system change in any way?

April 16    Flower Communion by Rev. Tom Capo

Rev. Norbert Capek founded the Unitarian Church in Czechoslovakia.! 
He!introduced the flower communion to his church June 4, 1923. !He 
wanted a ritual that would bind more closely the diverse people in his 
church. This ritual has become part of our Easter Celebration at 
Spindletop Unitarian Church. Please come and experience this special 
and beautiful ritual. !!And remember to BRING A FLOWER to give 
away during our Flower Communion. 
!
April 23! The Ornament of the World  

by Dr. Kevin Dodson, LU Professor of Philosophy
Religious conflict has a long history, but so does religious tolerance and 
respect between faiths. A remarkable example, still relevant to todayÕs 
world, is provided by Al-Andalos, Spain, in medieval times.!!!!!!

April 30!  !Creative Expressions by Jerry Bradley, Mysti Rudd

Two successful local poets and prose writers, Jerry Bradley and Mysti 
Rudd, will read from their published and unpublished creative works.



  

Ministerial
Cogitations

We!are a diverse bunch, arenÕt we? !We come from different religious 
backgroundsÑCatholic, Protestant, Jewish, or perhaps no religious background at all. !
We have each traveled different spiritual journeysÑsome of us traveled through 
Jewish/Christian traditions, some of us traveled through Eastern religious traditions, some 
of us traveled through the Earth Centered tradition. We continue our faith journey 
together.! We!are Unitarian Universalists.!!!I think, without too much reservation, that we 
are all grateful for the religious pluralism which enriches and enobles our faith, that is part 
of the reason we come together.!!

We also come together to share experiences of beauty.! So as we begin to move into the 
Spring of the year, we watch the grass green up, the flowers bloom, and the 
birds/butterflies/furry creatures return.!!Have you!taken the time to sit and watch nature 
return to life? At the picnic we had to begin our canvas drive, someone pointed out 
a!skink!on the wood pile. !!I would not have even noticed it if someone else hadn't pointed 
it out to me. !I thought at the time how wonderful it must be to be able to notice these 
little details in nature. !!I really appreciated their pointing out the little!black skink--I 
actually don't think I have ever seen one before--which in its own way is quite beautiful. 
!Sometimes we!are inspired by someone else!to deepen our understanding and expand our 
vision.!

We went through a difficult time last month with the loosing of the Calderwood 
houseÑthat's where we were going to move the church. Some of us experienced grief 
and loss. Some of us frustration. !Some of us confusion. !Some of us relief. !We are still 
working on moving the church.!!And we need your help. !We need you to keep an eye 
out for property that might meet our needsÑwith adequate parking, with green space, 
with a large meeting space, in a visible area of town. !Your feelings!and thoughts about!this 
space are important, please express them, even as we continue in this process. !We will not 
deepen our understanding, and our vision will not expand without your input and your 
help.!!!

!For now, our church will continue to meet at 1575 Spindletop Road.! So we need to be 
responsible stewards of our property and our building.! We are working to get Terminex 
(our termite company) to fix the termite damage in the sanctuary, so we can begin to hold 
worship in there again.! I can't wait to hear Rachelsarah play the organ again.! And we will 
need to hold work days--to mow the lawn and keep the property clean, well-trimmed,!and 
beautiful.!!

Let us be grateful for our religious pluralism, for the inspiration we get from one another, 
and for working together for a deeper understanding and an expanded vision.!!!And let us 
be grateful for the church home we share with one another.
!
Rev. Tom

Grateful for the religious pluralism which 
enriches and enobles our faith, we are inspired to 
deepen our understanding and expand our 
 vision.      - From the Unitarian Universalist Association 
                       Statement of Principles and Purposes 



  

  

Board Meeting 
Wednesday, April 12, 7:00 p.m. Church 

Spiritual Studies Cov. Group meets 
Friday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m. at the church. 
Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism 
by  John Shelby Spong. Harold Skiles,  
facilitator,  794-1918.

Games Cov. Group meets Friday, April 21 
7:00- 9:00 p.m. at the Church-Sarah,  
facilitator, 794-1918. 

Buddhist Covenant Group meets every 
Thursday at 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Donna Birdwell  
866-9736.

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 7 

Following the service
Please Bring

 a covered Dish
to share

Covenant Groups, Etc.        

Rise Up classes are meeting on Mondays,  
at 7 p.m. at the church.! Sharon Colbert, 
facilitator

Upcoming Events....

Please return your 2006-7 church-year pledge card 
by Sunday, April 16.  If you need another copy 
please contact me.  I would be glad to email you a 
copy.      karencorwin@gt.rr.com

SWUUSI---July 23-28, 2006
Southwest Unitarian Universalist Summer Institute

The Southwest Unitarian Universalist 
Summer Institute (SWUUSI) is an annual 
extended family gathering at Lake Texoma 
State Park and Resort, sponsored by the 
Southwest Unitarian Universalist Conference. 
There are opportunities for people of all ages 
and interests to develop or enrich their 
Unitarian Universalist identity. Do a lot, or do 
a little; choose workshops and activities that 
suit your interests and energy level.

Reminder....
The end of the church year is April 30.  Please check 
to see that you are current on your pledge payments.  
If you would like to be informed of your balance, 
please email me.  Thanks for your continued financial 
support of Spindletop Unitarian Church!
Karen, treasurer........karencowin@gt.rr.com

District News....
We are delighted to announce that the Rev. Susan Smith has accepted the position of District Executive for 
the Southwestern Unitarian Universalist Conference of the UUA.! Her official start date will be July 1, 2006, 
though she will become engaged in certain various district events and activities even before that time.
!
Susan is coaching minister for three emerging congregations in a new extension model being developed by the 
Florida UU District. She currently serves as the Chair of the UUA Commission on Social Witness, President of 
the Florida Chapter of the UU Ministers Association, and Dean of the Florida Leadership School.! Susan is 
familiar to many in our District.! A native of Bossier City, La, Susan is a magna cum laude graduate of the 
Perkins School of Theology of Southern Methodist University.! She interned at UU churches in San Antonio 
and Kerrville, was ordained in 1997 by All Souls UU Church of Shreveport, and received her final fellowship as 
a parish minister in 2000.! She has previously served as parish minister for congregations in Michigan, and 
Florida.
!
A popular speaker, Susan has spoken at numerous UU events and preached at 35 UU congregations, 18 of those 
in the Southwestern Conference. She holds a Bachelors and a Masters degree in Speech and Theater from 
Northwestern State University of Louisiana and continues in these fields through work in community theater and 
by offering extemporaneous preaching workshops to her colleagues.! She has been extremely active in!social 
justice work at the city, state, and association level on a multitude of social justice issues.! 
Please join us in welcoming Susan to this new role.



        

 

We're a Caring  Community ---As a church,  we want to celebrate with you in your good  times 
(marriages, births, graduations) and  offer support to you and your family in times of sadness, illness 
and death. Please contact  us.   833-6883 

Spindletop Unitarian Church
1575 Spindletop Road
Beaumont, TX  77705

http://www.uuworld.org/life/articles/communityinvesti
ngplantsseedsofopportunity2712.shtml 

Seeds of Opportunity
LIFE: Community investing brings economic 
opportunities—and Unitarian Universalist 
congregations are joining in to help.
By Dorothy May Emerson 4.3.06


